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The parents of Peter were Christian 
Boesiger, born March 7, 1779, and Verena 
Schumacher Boesiger, born June 17, 1787. 
Both were from Belfort, France. On Feb. 
5, 1810, they were united in marriage by 
Daniel Steiner, at Belfort, France. Their 
son Peter Basinger was born on Oct. 15, 
1812, in Alsace-Lorraine, France. In 1820 
the Christian Boesiger family emigrated 
to America, landing at Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia. The passage was made by sailing 
ship, which required two mon:hs. They 
settled in the Shenandoah Valley of Vir- 
ginia, a little west of Dry River near Day- 
ton, Virginia. 

In 1833 Peter went to Mahoning Coun- 
ty, Ohio, where in 1835 he married Maria 
Blosser (born Dec. 24, 1804, died April 
24, 1884), formerly of Page County, Vir- 
ginia. 

In 1854 the Columbiana- Mahoning con- 
gregation (with three church houses) was 
in need of a minister. In 1848 two min- 
isters, Jacob Christophel and Jacob Wis- 
ler, had moved to Indiana, minister Henry 
Stauffer died in 1851, minister Rudolph 
Blosser, brother-in-law to Peter Basinger, 
died in 1852. This left two aged ministers, 
John Blosser and John Shank (also for- 
merly from Virginia), and one young 
minister, Samuel Good, who later left 
with the Wisler group. 

The congregation met at Oberholser’s 
(now Midway) to select candidates for 
the ministry. Upon hearing his name an- 
nounced among the candidates, Peter got 
up and hurried outside to escape the lot. 
The ministers hurried after him and 
reached him just as he was mounting his 
horse to ride away. The ministers brought 
him into the church again. When the lot 
was cast it fell on Peter to be a minister 
of the Gospel. He served from 1854 until 
his death on Feb. 22, 1901. 

It is said that he did not desire to be a 
preacher, and that when he would preach, 
he turned his face upward toward the ceil- 
ing, and would sometimes preach with his 
eyes closed. He gave the longest term of 
service in the ministry in the Columbiana- 
Mahoning church. He served in the min- 
istry for 47 years; his last sermon was 
preached at Midway four weeks before 
his death. He was the last minister in 
the congregation to preach exclusively in 





Peter Basinger (1812-1901) 
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the German language. He was very strict 
on attire and wore a plain coat; he was 
also opposed to having his picture taken. 
One of the maxims which he used in his 
sermons was, “They say this doesn’t mat- 
ter and that doesn’t matter, after while 
nothing matters.” 

He read and spoke German and French 
fluently, and was well versed in topics of 
the day. He was regarded by everyone as 
an upright and honest Christian man. He 
was father to eleven children including 
twin girls, and one orphaned grand- 
daughter. At present one great-grandson 
is in the ministry, Caleb Yoder, who is 
deacon at the Midway Church, Colum- 
biana, Ohio. 

The funeral services were conducted 
by Ira Buchwalter, Dalton, Ohio, Allen 
Rickert of the home church, and Albert 
W. Harrold of the neighboring Zion Hill 
Brethren Church. Thus ended the life 
labors of this humble and pious minister 
of the Gospel. 

Leetonia, Ohio. 
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Farewell Letter of Jacob Gross 


SUPPLIED BY 


This letter by Jacob Gross (1743-1810) 
was found in Valentine Nold’s family Bi- 
ble brought to Columbiana County, Ohio, 
in 1817 by Bishop Jacob Nold, formerly of 
the Swamp congregation in Bucks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. The letter was trans- 
lated into English by Harold S. Bender. 
The original letter in German has been 
sent to the Mennonite Archives, Goshen, 
Indiana, through the generosity of Mrs. 
! ester Mellinger, who is a descendant of 
Bishop Nold. This letter by Bishop Jacob 
Gross is to be preserved in the Archives 
in trust for the Franconia Mennonite Con- 
ference. The letter reads: 

“A few last loving words to the entire 
church, especially that which I must now 
take leave of, and among which I have 
served although as unworthy minister of 
the Word, in the district of Deep Run, 
3-rckensen, New Britain. Dear Brethren 
and Sisters, especially, to you, but also to 
others who are not members, I have a de- 
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sire to embrace you all with love. You 
who are bought with a precious price, it 
grieves me to have to leave you in such a 
condition, of which the Lord speaks when 
He says that unrighteousness will increase 
and the love of many will wax cold, but 
whoever remains faithful unto the end, 
that one will be saved. Oh, love, oh love 
of God which we cannot do without, oh 
love for God and His Word, love for 
friend and enemy. But oh, thou love of 
the world, what power thou hast attained 
among old and young. Oh love of the 
world, oh lust of the eye, lust of the flesh, 
sh pride of life, how you have increased! 
(vod night, for this is the last address 
from a dying hand; repent and come more 
diligently to the meeting to hear. Honor 
those who are in authority over you so 
that you and they will become strong. 
If this is not done your candlestick will be 
taken away.” 


(Signed) Jacob Gross. 
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An Account of the Beginnings of the Allegheny Mennonite Conference 


The following is an account of the 
events leading up to the organization of 
the Allegheny (formerly Southwestern 
Pennsylvania) Mennonite Conference as 
taken from the records of J. N. Durr, 
bishop of the Masontown Mennonite 
Church and first moderator of the new 
conference. Except for minor editorial 
corrections the account is given here ver- 
batim from the Durr record. 


In 1873 Bishop Nicholas Johnson died. 
He had been the bishop of the Masontown 
congregation in Fayette County, Pennsyl- 
vania. The congregation at Masontown 
requested Bishop Jacob N. Brubacher of 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, to or- 
dain a bishop to have charge of their con- 
gregation. In compliance with the request, 
Bishop Brubacher, accompanied by Bish- 
op Nathaniel Shope of Dauphin County, 
took the counsel of the Masontown con- 
gregation on Nov. 25, 1873. In this coun- 
sel Bishop Brubacher asked the congre- 
gation to what conference they belonged. 
They answered they do not belong to any 
conference. He then asked the ministers 
what conference they attended. They an- 
swered that they attended some sessions of 
the Lancaster Conference and some ses- 
sions of the Ohio Conference. 

Bishop Brubacher then stated that he 
could not ordain a bishop unless they 
agreed to keep house in accordance with 
the rules and discipline of the Lancaster 
Conference until they become connected 
with some conference. The Masontown 
congregation agreed to this. 

There were three ministers in the Ma- 
sontown congregation: namely David 
Johnson, Christian Deffenbaugh, and John 
N. Durr. The votes of the congregation 
were taken and David Johnson and John 
N. Durr received votes for the office of 
bishop. On the following day, Nov. 26, 
[1873], the lot was cast between these two 
brethren and the lot fell on John N, Durr. 
Brother Durr was then ordained by Bish- 
op Brubacher, assisted by Bishop Na- 
thaniel Shope, and Bishop John D. Over- 
holt of Westmoreland County, Pennsyl- 


vania. Bishop George Brenneman of Put- 
nam County, Ohio, was also present. 
After the ordination Bishop Brubache 


gave the congregation a cordial invitation 
to join in with the Lancaster Conference. 

After consultation with the ministry, 
Bishop Durr and Brother Nicholas John- 
son (a member of the same congregation ) 
attended the Lancaster Conference on the 
first and second days of October the fol- 
lowing year, 1874. At this conference 
3rother Durr presented to Bishops Ben- 
jamin Herr, Jacob N. Brubacher, and 
George Weaver the matter of organizing 
a conference in the southwestern part of 
Pennsylvania comprising the various coun- 
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ties in which there were Mennonite con- 
gregations. These bishops expressed 
themselves favorable to having the con- 
ference organized and suggested that a 
meeting of the ministry of the district be 
called to further consider the matter. 

During the last week of December, 1874, 
Bishop John N. Durr visited Bishop John 
D. Overholt, of Westmoreland County, 
and Samuel Blauch of Cambria County 
and others of Cambria and Somerset 
counties and consulted them concerning 
taking steps to organize a conference. 

On Friday, May 21, 1875, the bishops, 
ministers, and deacons of Greene, Fayette, 
Westmoreland, Cambria, and Somerset 
counties of Pennsylvania met in the Ston- 
erville meetinghouse in Westmoreland 
County (now Alverton, Pa.) in a pre- 
liminary meeting and considered the mat- 
ter of organizing the various congrega- 
tions into a conference. 

It was decided by unanimous voice that 
another preliminary meeting be held on 
the third Friday of September the same 
year in the Casselman Valley in Somerset 
County. 

The meeting was held accordingly on 
Friday, Sept. 17, 1875, in the Keim meet- 
inghouse (now St. Paul, Pa.). The vari- 
ous congregations were well represented 
by the bishops, ministers, and deacons. A 
number of questions were considered, the 
principal one being the question of organ- 
izing a conference, and obtaining proper 
authority to proceed. 

It was decided to send the Brethren 
Itenry H. Blauch and John N. Durr to 
the Lancaster Conference to present the 
matter before them. 

These brethren presented the matter to 
the Lancaster Conference which met on 
October 1 in the Mellinger meetinghouse. 
The Lancaster Conference offered no ob- 
jections to the organization of the new 
conference but deferred final decision un- 
til the spring conference. 

In the conference which met on April 7, 
1876, in the Rohrerstown meetinghouse 
they decided to grant permission to or- 
ganize the conference subject ‘to the Lan- 
caster County Conference. On Friday, 


Sept. 22, 1876, the bishops, ministers, and 
deacons of the various counties of South- 
western Pennsylvania met in the Blough 
meetinghouse near Davidsville, Somerset 
Co., Pennsylvania. At the request of the 
bishops of the district, the two Bishops 
Benjamin Herr and Jacob N. Brubacher 
had the meeting in charge. Bishop Herr 
being the moderator of the Lancaster 
Conference acted as moderator of this 
meeting. The Bishops Joseph Bixler, of 
Columbiana, Ohio, and Henry Yother of 
Nebraska were also present. Bishop Herr 
presented the doctrines of the Lancaster 
Conference. After this the testimony of 
all the bishops, ministers, and deacons 
were given. This was followed by an ad- 
dress by Bishop Brubacher in which he 
admonished the members to fa:thfulness to 
the doctrines of the church, pointing out 
the need of entire separation from the 
world, the need of conformity to the Bible 
in dress, and faithfully maintaining the or- 
dinance of the prayer-head covering. 

Bishop John N. Durr was appointed 
moderator of the new conference and thus 
the conference of the Southwestern Dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania was declared or- 
ganized. It was decided to hold the next 
conference on Sept. 21, 1877, at Mason- 
town. During the summer of 1877 the 
ministers of the Martinsburg congrega- 
tion in Blair County requested the privi- 
lege of being united with this conference. 
The matter was considered at the Mason- 
town Conference and the request granted. 
It was decided to hold the next conference 
at Martinsburg on Sept. 20, 1878. 

At the conference in Martinsburg, a 
minister, Brother Holder of Centre Coun- 
ty requested this conference to recognize 
his small congregation in the conference. 
The request was granted and the congre- 
gation in Centre County was recognized 
as belonging to this conference until the 
death of Brother Holder. 

In 1887 the Lancaster Conference re- 
quested this conference to include the con- 
gregation in Clearfield County. This re- 
quest was granted and the Rockton con- 
gregation has been a part of this confer- 
ence ever since. 


History of the Rocky Ridge Mennonite Community 


BY IvAN 


In the winter of 1931, Llewellyn Groff 
and Linford Hackman drove from the Old 
Bethlehem Pike into a narrow, winding, 
rocky road that went back toward a quar- 
ry. To get an idea of just how the work 
was started, I quote Linford Hackman as 
he describes their first trip to the Rocky 
Ridge area. 

“After pausing a few minutes to thank 
God for the joy that was ours as Chris- 


Moyer 


tians and asking Him to give us strength 
to share it with others, and to protect us 
from the dogs which usually are the first 
to greet a stranger as he approaches a 
house, I went to the first house and 
knocked on the door.! 

“IT would ask whether they had a Bible. 
If not, I would give them one if they 
were very much interested. If only some- 
what, I would give a Testament; if only 





a little, a Gospel. Also, I gave Sunday- 
school picture cards to the children. The 
next place Llewellyn [Groff] would go in, 
the next one I would go in. If it was a 
place of special interest, the one on the 
car praying would also be called in to 
visit and possibly we would have a little 
season of worship in the home.” 

An idea of the different nationalities in 
the community can be gotten by observ- 
ing a list, kept by Linford Hackman, of 
Testaments given out. They included 
German, Polish, Hungarian, Bohemian, 
Italian, Slovak and Swedish. 

After distributing Gospels, Bibles, Tes- 
taments, and The ]!’ay for a number of 
Saturdays, a cottage meeting was held on 
March 19 in the home of Clara and Will 
Anderson. The night of the cottage meet- 
ing it rained hard and the group that had 
gathered wondered if those strangers 
would come. God had so timed it that they 
arrived just at 7:30! This gave the peo- 
ple confidence in the workers. 

The field worker of the Mission Board, 
Jacob Moyer, told the workers if they 
could find a suitable building, the Mission 
Board would open a Sunday 
school. 

On Saturday, April 4, Reuben Diller 
and Linford Hackman left Souderton to 
look for a suitable for Sunday 
school. After they had stopped for prayer, 
they went on to the home of Joseph 
Donise, an Italian Catholic. They asked 
them if they knew of any suitable building 
for Sunday school. To their surprise, they 
said, “right here,” pointing to their log 
cabin which they used for storage and as 
a summer kitchen. 

Saturday, April 11, Reuben Diller, Lin- 
ford Hackman, and Abram Landis took 
up thirty-six chairs which had been loaned 
from the Rockhill congregation, song- 
books, quarterlies, etc. They put up a few 
mottoes, arranged the chairs and got the 
cabin ready for Sunday school. 

On Sunday morning, April 12, twenty- 
six people gathered from the community 
for the first Sunday school at Rock Hill, 
as it was then called. It was changed later 
to Rocky Ridge because of the Rockhill 
congregation at Telford. 

The Sunday school was organized with 
Linford Hackman, superintendent; Reu- 
ben Diller, assistant superintendent ; 
Abram K. Landis, secretary-treasurer, 
and Clayton Godshall and Warren Geh- 
man, song leaders. 

On May 17, the Sunday school at Fin- 
land was organized with Clayton Godshall 
as superintendent. Irvin Sell then came to 
Rocky Ridge to fill the vacancy. This has 
been repeated many times with workers 
going to other mission stations nearby or 
in other states, but someone has always 
come to fill the vacancy. 


mission 


place 


Jn Monday morning, November 23, the 
Sunday school burned to the ground. Very 
little equipment was saved. Sunday school 
was then held in the Donise home until 
\'r. Donise could erect another building. 
The new building was a two-story house 


with the partitions left out of the first 
floor. Mr. Donise, a Catholic, was always 
very co-operative and helpful. 

The first members of Rocky Ridge 
were Mrs. Kline and Clara and Will 
Anderson. They were baptized in 1933 
by Jonas Mininger. From 1933 to 1939 
fourteen members were taken into the 
church. Unfortunately, eight of the four- 
teen later left the church. 


Growth of the Mission 


As time went on, the mission continued 
to grow. Linford Hackman resigned as 
superintendent and answered the call to 
the mission field in Roseau, Minnesota. 
Abram Landis was appointed as superin- 
tendent. Abram served as superintendent 
1938-41, when Reuben Diller, who had 
been assistant, was appointed superintend- 
ent and Warren Gehman was appointed 
assistant. 

After some time, it was decided by the 
bishop and the Mission Board that the 
mission should have a pastor. On June 7, 
1942, a warm Sunday afternoon, Abram 
Landis was ordained to the ministry by 
the local bishops.2, Two years later, on 
Nov. 12, 1944, Paul Hendricks was chosen 
by lot to be the deacon at Rocky Ridge. 

The attendance increased, and by 1948 
the average was about 134. The building, 
a two-story house which the mission had 
been occupying since the log cabin burned, 
was becoming too small. It was decided 
that several of the brethren should look 
for a building site. 

On Saturday, Dec. 28, 1946, the breth- 
ren went out to investigate. They all 
agreed to the location on the James Lark 
property about two miles south of Quaker- 
town on Cressman Road. Rocky Ridge 
had had a building fund since 1943, but 
because of the war and other reasons, 
they had been unable to build. The ground 
was purchased from James Lark, who, 
with his family, have been engaged in mis- 
sion work in Chicago since February, 
1945. Ground was broken on April 19, 
1948. Many of the neighboring Mennonite 
churches took offerings to help pay for 
the building.® 

By Jan. 1, 1949, the church was finished 
except for some minor work, with a seat- 
ing capacity of 307. On January 2, dedi- 
cation services were held with Linford 
Hackman preaching the dedication ser- 
mon in the afternoon.4 In April of the 
same year Rocky Ridge Mission was or- 
ganized into a church with Warren Geh- 
man, Willard Godshall, and Ernest Moyer 
the first trustees. It was decided to have 
an assistant pastor at Rocky Ridge, and 
on May 25, 1947, Lester Eshleman, who 
was a medical student at Philadelphia, 
was ordained to the ministry. The Lan- 
caster Mission Board asked him if he 
and his wife would consider going to the 
African mission field. A few years later 
in 1951, Lester, with his wife Lois, sailed 
from New York for the mission field in 
Africa. An assistant pastor was needed 
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due to Lester’s leaving for one year of 
preparation before going to Africa. On 
Sept. 24, 1950, Ernest Moyer was ordained 
by lot to the ministry. 

Abram Landis, the senior pastor, had 
been helping with the work in Vermont 
for a number of years. When the work 
continued to grow and a minister was 
needed for the work at Bridgewater Cor- 
ners, Vermont, Abram Landis and _ his 
family, after being asked by the Mission 
Board, moved to Vermont. Ernest Moyer, 
who was assistant pastor, became pastor 
of the work at Rocky Ridge. 


The History of Paletown 


The Rocky Ridge or Paletown area is 
not a new development. It is rich in 
historic data. Much of it at one time was 
owned and occupied by “New” Mennon- 
ites. Here is part of a letter written by a 
former resident who lived in the 
munity for many years: 

“In the eighteen hundred and _ thirties 
the log house (where Sunday school was 
first held) and the barn across the road 
were the farm buildings owned and occu- 
pied by John Fellman, my grandfather. 
His wife, Elizabeth, a born Benner, died 
in 1837 and was buried in the Mennonite 
cemetery near Telford. Later he married 
Anna Diehl, who was my grandmother. | 
do not know just when, but around that 
time he moved up on the farm where | 
lived since I was three months old. My 
father was born and died in this house. 

“My great-grandfather owned the farm 
where Titus Moyer moved on April 9. 
It then had more acres of ground. It 
extended out to the Rosenberger farm 
where Paul E. Rush moved two years 
ago (in 1943) and across the road, which 
my grandfather bought to his farm. Later 
a man named Elias Sleight owned it and 
sold an acre of ground next to Titus 
Moyer where a house was built. This is 
the oldest house in our village. The other 
brick houses were all built within two 
years’ time, the Paul Rush dwelling and 
ours the same year. I believe 1856. The 
Titus Moyer buildings are not quite that 
old. The barn burned down by lightning 
when I was small and I suppose it was 
built up at once, which would be between 
66 and 69 years ago. (about 1880) I do 
not remember if the house was built be- 
fore or after the barn. The little house 
back from the road was a creamery, built 
in 1892. 

“The place where the Rocky Ridge 
Mission services are now held (since 
moved to Cressman Road) and the farm 
now occupied by Titus Moyer were at one 
time owned and occupied by my grand- 
iather and great-grandfather, all Fellmans 
and Mennonites. 

“There lived years ago many Mennon- 
ites in this vicinity; many of them are 
buried at the Flatland cemetery. | remem- 
ber the names; Diehl, Souder, Rosenberg- 
er, Fellman, Martin, Benner, Schmidt, 
Biehn, Deaterly, Shive, Frick, Shelly, 
!_andis, Moyer, and Baringer.”® 


com- 
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Paletown received its name from the 
fact that around Civil War times the pale 
fences along the road were all of a similar 
design and white, which made quite a 
striking appearance. 

As early as 1876 the tannery of Aaron 
Sorver was in existence. Also, at one 
time there was a creamery in the com- 
munity. It was later made into a house. 
Today, all that is left to remind us of 
those long-ago years is the old-time black- 
smith shop. The smith is Harry T. Kook- 
er, a Paletown resident of long standing, 
known far and wide for his accomplish- 
ments in metal work.® 


A Mennonite Community 


Interest in a Mennonite community was 
first shown in 1944 when Marcus Clemens 
and Ernest Moyer started to look for a 
mission community to establish private 
business. Three mission communities were 
investigated, namely, Haycock Mission, 
Quakertown, R.D.; Rocky Ridge Mission, 
Quakertown, R.D.; and Finland Mission, 
Pennsburg, R.D. These communities are 
all located close to a mountain range 
which extends for many miles. 

J. Winfield Fretz was interested in 
Mennonite community development, and 
he was contacted through Marcus Clem- 
ens. In March of 1945, Marcus Clem- 
ens, J. Winfield Fretz, and Ernest Moyer 
went to look over the area of Rocky 
Ridge, particularly the little village of 
Paletown, located about two miles south 
of Quakertown. The village of Paletown 
was decided upon as a suitable place to 
locate. Ernest Moyer and Marcus Clem- 
ens discussed ideas and plans to be worked 
out before an enterprise of this kind could 
be begun. 

Although some of the areas nearby are 
covered with large rocks, and the whole 
mountain is solid rock about the Rock 
Hill stone quarry, this is a farming area 
and of higher elevation than the surround- 
ing territory. At this time the Rocky 
Ridge Mission was located about a mile 
away, but when Rocky Ridge built a new 
church it was built near the village of 
Paletown. 

In order to create an interest in a Men- 
nonite community, two meetings were held 
at the mission. At the first meeting such 
questions were discussed as, “In what way 
do I think it will help the work and the 
workers by moving into the community ?” 
and “ ow can we help the young people 
of the community?” At the second meet- 
ing a member from the community spoke 
on, “Would I like to see the workers or 
Christian families move into the com- 
munity? If so, why?” There were also 
other topics and a period of open discus- 
sion. These meetings proved successful. 

The first family to move into the com- 
munity was the Titus Moyer family on 
April 9, 1945. Titus continued his former 
occupation, that of retailing farm produce 
on the outskirts of Philadelphia. Since 
he was the first to live here folks watched 
him closely. Through the many favors 


he did with his tractor and many other 
helpful things he did for the community, 
he was accepted by the people and thus 
the church was made more a part of the 
community. Titus sold land from his 
farm to Ernest Moyer, who later erected 
a hatchery on it, and to Lester Moyer, a 
worker at Salem, a mission about three 
miles north of Quakertown. 

The second family to come was the 
Willard Godshall family in the fall of 
1945. He purchased the 30-acre Fellman 
farm. After being in the community for 
about a year, the barn caught fire from a 
spark from burning brush and was com- 
pletely destroyed. Later he sold some of 
his land as building lots; Marcus Clemens 
bought some of the land on which the 
Ridge Hosiery was built (now Van Raalte 
Hosiery Co.). Leon Horst also bought a 
building lot which he later sold to the 
Hosiery. He later moved to a farm near 
Quakertown. 

The community came to a standstill for 
some time and no industries were estab- 
lished. Marcus Clemens and Ernest Moy- 
er were called away and served in a 
CPS camp. After Marcus Clemens was 
released he, with a few others, began 
working on plans to start a factory for 
the manufacture of ladies’ hosiery. Early 
in 1947 a new building was erected, and in 
May it began operating. Since then they 
have added to the building and increased 
production several times. 

In the fall of 1946 Ernest Moyer was 
released from camp. He _ immediately 
started building a chick hatchery. Opera- 
tions began by early 1947. The first build- 
ing, 30 x 40 feet, has been enlarged several 
times. The hatchery provides employment 
for workers from several missions as well 
as people from the local community. 

Another family that moved into the 
community after CPS was the Norman 
Miningers. For a few years they lived 
on the James Lark: farm, but later Nor- 
man bought the house next to the church. 

One development which started a little 
later was a Mennonite day school. It 
was started in September, 1951, in the 


basement of the Rocky Ridge Church. 
The children came from about six differ- 
ent churches or missions in the surround- 
ing territory. The next year a building 
was erected. The school is set up to 
take care of the eight grades. This addi- 
tion to the community was welcomed by 
the workers at the nearby Mennonite 
churches, The local people expressed their 
appreciation in seeing this development. 

As we look over its history it is sad to 
note that this community (the Rocky 
Ridge area), which about 100 or 150 years 
ago was occupied by many Mennonites 
(New Mennonites}, by 1931 had relative- 
ly few residents who knew very much 
about God or the Bible. I hope we will 
not move out in the years to come, but 
maintain a Christian witness here. I hope, 
too, that Christian workers might con- 
tinue to spread the Gospel by visiting, 
giving out The Ilay, and by living a 
Christian life, so that those living near us 
will have the op; ortunity to know of Jesus 
Christ. 

The attendance of the church has not 
always been on the increase. Attendance 
in the past has gone up for a number of 
years and then it dropped. This has been 
repeated a number of times. In the crowd- 
ed two-story house where Sunday school 
was held previously, attendance was as 
high as it is now in the new building. 
Have we lost some of the family feeling 
which we had in the smaller quarters or 
does attendance follow a certain cycle? 


FOOTNOTES 


‘Linford Hackman in article ‘Brief History of 
Rocky Ridge Mission’ in, September, 1942, 
issue of Mission News and Linford Hackman 
22 paper written to the writer, December, 
955. 

*Paul Hendricks in article ‘Echoes of Rocky 
Ridge” in the Mission News. 

*Ernest Moyer in a report on the investigation 
of a building site. 

*Oswin Detwiler, ‘Rocky Ridge Dedication” in 
January, 1949, issue of Mission News. 

‘Flora Fellman in a letter to J. Winfield 
Fretz, April 26, 1945. The notes in paren- 
theses are the author's. 

‘Walter S. Hare in column ‘’Paletown Area 
a in Historic Data’’ in Quakertown Free 
ress. 


New District Historians 


Several changes have been effected in 
the appointment of district conference his- 
torians since the list was published in the 
July, 1956, issue. These changes are as 
follows : 


The Alberta-Saskatchewan Conference 
has appointed Albert Guengerich, Mirror 
Lake, P.O. Smith, Alberta, as historian 
to succeed the late Ezra Stauffer who 
served in that capacity for many years. 

The Illinois Conference has appointed 
Arthur Nafziger as historian for that con- 
ference. His address is Hopedale, Illinois. 

The Ilowa-Nebraska Conference has ap- 
pointed John W. Gingerich of Kalona, 


Iowa, as chairman of their historical com- 
mittee. 

The passing of J. C. Fretz leaves that 
office vacant in the Ontario Conference. 

At the annual meeting of the Historical 
Committee, at Goshen, Indiana, on April 
6, 1957, Ira D. Landis reported the ap- 
pointment of a historical committee in the 
Washington-Franklin Mennonite Confer- 
ence. Roy M. Showalter of Maugansville 
is chairman, and the two other members 
of the committee are Nelson Baer and 
Clarence Shank. 

A complete report of the annual meet- 
ing of the Historical Committee will ap- 
pear in the July issue. 








